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Above-normal temperatures accelerated
ripening of row crops, and dry weather aided
harvest progress in the Great Plains, lower
Mississippi Valley, and Corn Belt. Cool, wet
weather hindered crop development and

delayed harvest progress in the Atlantic Coast
States, especially along the Coastal Plains.
temperatures also delayed

Below-normal

Corn:Eighty-sevenpercentof thecropwasat or beyondthedent
stageand46 percentwasmature. Devel opment wasabout 1 week
ahead of thenormal paceof 76 percent dentedand 25 percentmature.
Dentingdightlytrailedlastyear’ s88-percent pace, butonly 38percent
was matureby thisdatelast year. Late-week warmth accelerated
dentingaroundtheGreat L akes, but progressremai nedwell behind
normal inMichiganandWisconsin. Fieldsquickly ripenedacrossmost
oftheCorn Beltand Great Plainsdueto hot weather. Thirty-three
percent maturedduringtheweekinNebraska, andmorethan20percent
ripenedinlllinois,|ndiana,lowa, Kansas,andMissouri. Maturation
lagged aroundthe Great L akesand alongtheAtlantic Coast. The
harvestadvancedto7 percentcompl ete, equal totheearly startlast
yearandahead of the4-percent averagefor thisdate. Harvestwas
activeinthecentral Great Plains,andal ongtheMississippi, Ohio,and
Tennessee River Valleysin the southern Corn Belt. Morethan
one-thirdof thecropwasharvestedinK ansas, whilenearly one-half of
theacreagewasharvestedin Tennessee. Acrossmost of theCornBélt,
theharvest pacegradually gainedmomentum. Muchof thecropwas
unaffected by moistureshortages, but conditionsdeterioratedin
late-maturing fieldsin parts of the Corn Belt and Great Plains.

Soybeans: Thirty-sevenpercentof theacreagewasdroppingleaves,
ahead of last year’s 25-percent pace and 1 week ahead of the
18-percentaverage. Above-normal temperaturesaccel eratedripening
in most of the Corn Belt. Acreage shedding leaves advanced
30percentagepointsin lowaand 20 or more percentage pointsin
[linais, Indiana, and Minnesota. Hot weather also stimulated
developmentintheGreat Plains. Twenty-six percentof theacreage
began droppingleavesin North Dakotaduringtheweek, while 18
percent begandroppingleavesinK ansasandNebraska. InMichigan,
warmerweather returnedl ateintheweek, butdevel opmentremained
behindthe5-year average. Harvest progress, at 2 percent, wasequal
tolastyearandsdlightly aheadof the5-year average. About one-third
of theacreagewasharvestedinMi ssi ssi ppi andL ouisiana, morethan
doublethenormal pace. Theharvest paceaccel eratedinK ansas, and
progresswaswell ahead of the5-year average. Late-maturingfields
werestressed by moistureshortagesacrosspartsof theCornBelt,
GreatPlains,andlower Mississippi Valley. FieldsinMichiganneed
more heat to accel erate development.

Cotton:Bollswereopeningon6lpercentof thecrop, aheadof last
year’ s56-percent paceand 10percentagepoi ntsahead of the5-year

HIGHLIGHTS

ripening in the Pacific Coast States, but
fieldwork continued without rain delays. Winter
wheat seeding slowly progressed in the Great
Plains. Rain eased moisture shortages along
the eastern Gulf Coast and southern Atlantic
States, but drought relief was isolated in the
interior lower Mississippi Valley and adjacent
parts of the Southeast.

average. Hotwesther quickly ripenedl ate-maturingfiel dsinthel ower
Mississippi Valley. Above-normal temperaturesal so stimulated
ri peninginadjacent partsof theSoutheast andsouthernGreat Plains.
FieldsquicklyripenedintheAtlanticCoastal PlainsandeasternGulf
Coast,despitecool er-than-normal temperatures. Tenpercentof the
acreage was picked, compared with 7 percent last year and the
8-percentaverageforthisdate. ProgresswasmostadvancedinTexas
andlowerMississippi Vdley. Conditionsdeterioratedduetocool , wet
weatherinthemid-AtlanticStates. M oistureshortagesstressed|ess
mature fieldsinthesouthern Great Plainsand partsof theinterior
Mississippi Delta.

Small grains: Thespring wheat and barley cropswere93 and
96 percent harvested, respectively, morethan 1 week ahead of the
5-year average and about 2 weeksahead of |ast year’ space. Dry
weatherai dedeffortstofinishtheharvest. Six percentof thewinter
wheatwasplanted, behindlastyear’ s8-percent paceandthe9-percent
averagefor this date. Hard, dry soilslimited the seeding pace.

Rice: Thirty-eight percentwasharvested, 4 percentagepointsbehind
lastyear’ space, but slightly ahead of theaveragefor thisdate. In
ArkansasandMississippi, hotweather quickly ripenedfields,anddry
weatheraidedrapidharvest. Theharvestpacegainedmomentumin
California,andtheharvest seasonnearedcompletioninL ouisianaand
Texas.

Other crops:Eighty-ninepercent of thesorghumacreagewas
turningcol or and66 percentwasmature. Devel opmentthroughstages
waswel | ahead of | astyear andthe5-year average. Forty-twopercent
washarvested, well ahead of | astyear andthe5-year average. The
harvest was most advanced in the lower Mississippi Valley. In
ArkansasandL ouisiana, theharvestwas76and89 percent complete,
respectively. ProgressremainedactiveinthesouthernPlainsand
gainedmomentuminthecentra andnorthern Great Plainsandsouthern

Corn Belt. Nearly three-fourths of the crop was harvested in Texas.

Three percent of the peanut crop was harvested, compared with
8percentayear ago. Hard, dry soil shindereddigginginAlabamaand
Georgiaearlyintheweek, andpersi stent showersrestricted progress
aftermid-week. Harvestacce eratedinF orida, wherel oosesoil saided
progress. | nthesouthernGreat Plains, theharvest s owly progressed.
Cool,dampweather promoteddiseasesintheAtlanticCoastal Plains.



